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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1 and 6 and add new claim 8 as follows. 

1. (Currently Amended) An impact absorbing structure for a vehicle side door 
which opens and closes an opening formed in a side part of a vehicle, the side door including 
a door main body which has a door inner panel and a door outer panel joined to said door 
inner panel; and a door sash portion which extends upward from said door main body and 
supports a door window member, 

said impact absorbing structure comprising: 

a sash-side door trim^ which covers said door sash portions,, is provided in the 
door sash portion on the inside of a vehicle cabin; and 

an impact absorbing portion which absorbs an impact load when an occupant 
comes into in response to contact with said sash- side door trim from the inside of the vehicle 
cabin^ is provided in a front longitudinal-side part of the sash-side door trim. 

2. (Original) The impact absorbing structure according to claim 1, wherein a 
door main body-side door trim is provided below said sash-side door trim, and said door main 
body-side door trim covers said door main body on the inside of the vehicle cabin. 

3. (Original) The impact absorbing structure according to claim 2, wherein 
said sash-side door trim is made of an impact-absorbable hard material, and said door main 
body-side door trim is made of a soft material. 

4. (Original) The impact absorbing structure according to claim 1 , wherein: 

a vertical reinforcement is provided between said door inner panel and said 
door outer panel of the side door, and said vertical reinforcement extends in the up-and-don 
directions along a front longitudinal-side part of the side door; and 
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said impact absorbing portion in said sash-side door trim is disposed in a 
position on the inside of the vehicle cabin which corresponds to said vertical reinforcement. 

5. (Original) The impact absorbing structure according to claim 1, wherein 
the side door is supported on a hinge at a rear part thereof. 

6. (Currently Amended) The impact absorbing structure according to claim 5, 
wherein the side door is a rear door of the door which has a double-leafed hinged structure, 
and the rear door, together with a front door supported on a hinge at a front part thereof, 
opens and closes the continuous opening formed in the side part of the vehicle. 

7. (Original) The impact absorbing structure according to claim 6, wherein a 
part at which said impact absorbing portion is disposed in said sash-side door trim of the rear 
door, juts out from an inner surface of the front door on the inside of the vehicle cabin toward 
the inside of the vehicle cabin. 

8. (New) An impact absorbing structure for a vehicle side door which opens and 
closes an impact absorbing structure for a vehicle side door which opens and closes an 
opening formed in a side part of a vehicle, the side door including a door main body which 
has a door inner panel and a door outer panel joined to said door inner panel; and a door sash 
portion which extends upward from said door main body and supports a door window 
member, 

said impact absorbing structure comprising: 

a sash-side door trim which covers said door sash portion is provided in the 
door sash portion on the inside of a vehicle cabin; and 

an impact absorbing portion, which absorbs an impact load in response to 
contact with said sash-side door trim from the inside of the vehicle cabin, is provide in a 
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portion of the sash-side door trim, said portion corresponds to a frontal and substantially 
vertically extended portion of the sash-side door trim. 
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